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1. A radio communication system comprising a primary station and 
a plurality of secondary station^ and having a random access channel for the 
transmission of data from a secondary station to the primary station, wherein 
the primary station has means fc r transmitting a random access channel status 
message indicating the availabi ity of random access channel resources and 
the secondary station has means for receiving the status message and means 
for using the contents of the /message to determine what random access 



channel resources to request. 



2. A primary station 
a random access chan 
station to the primly station, 
random access channel statufs 
access channel resources 



for use in a radio communication system having 
theNtransmission of data from a secondary 
whej?ein means are provided for transmitting a 
essage indicating the availability of random 



3. A primary statiqi 
means are provided 
message during unused bit£ 
indicator channel, using the 



s claimed in claim 2, characterised in that 
transmitting the random access channel status 
in a paging indicator channel or acquisition 
channelisation code as that channel. 



same 



4. A primary 
means are provided for c 
message as^alTbit word 



station as claimed in claim 3, characterised in that 



generating the random access channel status 



5. A primary static 
means are provided for encoc 
using 4 times repetition codinc) 



6. A primary 
characterised in that means 



n as claimed in claim 4, characterised in that 
ing the random access channel status message 



station as claimed in any ■lonr u o f - claim£— 2-te—fr, 
are provided for dynamically allocating bit rates to 
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random access channels in response to requests for resources from 
secondary stations. 
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7. A secondary station for use in a radio communication system 
having a random access channel f^r the transmission of data to a primary 
station, wherein means are provided for receiving a random access channel 
status message transmitted by the p imary station and for using the contents 
of the message to determine whajt random access channel resources to 
request. 



8. A method of operating 



a radio communication system having a 



random access channel for the transmission of data from a secondary station 
to a primary station, characterised ty the primary station transmitting a random 
access channel status message irdjgalioQtoe availability of random access 
channel resources and by^Hlesecoidary statioyi receiving the status message 
and using the contefits of the mejssage to determine what random access 
channel resources to request. 



9. A method as claimep 
20 access channel status message 



being 



in-€iaim .a^characterised by the random 
broadcast regularly. 



10. A method as claimed in cldim *8- or 0, characterised by the 



random access channel status 
channels are available. 



11. A method as 
random access channel status 
available on the random access channel 



*ssage indicating which random access 



clainied in claim 8 or 0, characterised by the 
message indicating which data rates are 



12. A method as claimed in claim 8 or 9 , characterised by the 



random packet channel status 



message indicating the highest data rate 
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available on the random access channel. 



r 3 * 



13. 



A methoc 



by transmitting tile random 



L clairfif-10 te-42, characterised 



access^annel status message during unused bits 
in a paging indicator chan Housing the same channelisation code as that 
channel. 



14. A method as 
by the primary statio 
10 channels in response to re 



Dlajpp^d in o ny o n e ef claim^ 8 te-4-3, characterised 
mamically allocating bit rates to random access 
uests for resources from secondary stations. 




